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Reconstructing Relational “Rural”: The Relational Turn of Substantialism Viewpoints on Rural
Development and Its Practice Context

WU Yuefei

Abstract: The main clues that run through rural studies are not only agriculture rural areas and peas—
ant issues (the “three rural issues”) but also the related overall social structure and social processes
in a deeper level. The “rural” has been a highly controversial theoretical construction for quite a long
time. Some existing assumptions and conclusions on rural and rural development now urgently need to
be critically scrutinized and challenged particularly in the era of open transition of global countryside.
The relational turn of substantialism viewpoints on rural development has provided a relational
framework for rethinking redescribing and reconstructing the rural. The key to rural revitalization lies
in reconstructing a relational rural governance system. The targets no longer simply concentrate in “hu-
man” or “object” but contain multiple spatial relationship in different spatial scales such as urban and
rural local and global human activities and natural social systems.

Keywords: Rural Development; Substantialsm; Relational Turn; Practice Context

The Space of Ritual and the Construction of Rural Publicity : Based on the Survey of Hakka Vil-
lages in Gannan Jiangxi Province

ZHENG Qingjie

Abstract: The declining rural industry the social scattering and the cultural disintegration caused by
the rural hollowing out have become an urgent problem for the development. Within the strategy of rural
revitalization it is proposed that effort be made to prosper and flourish the rural culture. The spatial a—
nalysis path can provide a structure and relationship path to construct the rural social order and publici—
ty. The study found that traditional folk culture rituals can help to effectively re—integrate the society be—
tween individuals families clans villages and provinces and then construct the publicity of social
networks of space. The multi—participants in the sacred space and secular space of the ritual institu—
tional space and folk space are exploring the action boundary and cooperation consensus in the game
practice. Therefore the spatial flow of folk belief rituals and the game consensus of multiple participants
can make a joint effort to promote the reconstruction of rural social publicity.

Keywords: Ritual; Spatial Mobility; Rural; Publicity

Study on the Social Mechanism of Endogenous Governance in Rural Environment

JIANG Pei

Abstract: Rural environmental problems have long been an obstacle to the sustainable development of
rural society. If the rural environmental pollution is not well handled rural revitalization cannot be dis—
cussed. Through the field investigation of Zhejiang Lijia Village and based on the related academic theo—
ries the concept of Endogenous Governance in rural environment is formed. The concept holds that the
rural environmental governance should reflect the governance concept of Zhongyong Culture (Moderation
and Mean Concept) give full play to the subjective role of farmers in environmental governance and
the rural environmental governance should return to the main body of rural life. Only by mobilizing
farmers to participate in environmental governance can we find an environmental governance path that is
consistent with the characteristics of local farmers” production and living. While protecting the rural en—
vironment it can also take into account the needs of farmers” lives.

Keywords: Rural Revitalization; Rural Environment; Endogenous Governance; Government—led Gov—

ernance

On the Political Foundation of Village Governance: A Political Analysis Framework Based
on Materialism
DU Peng

Abstract: Village politics has independent research value. Through the evolution of ethical politics

157



